
   

NO HYSTERIA: Have faith in the cool, calm and collected Malaysians

 THE nation has travelled the distance and people are ready to take in their stride the

reckoning of the 13th General Election. Malaysians have now a kind of sophistication

and scepticism regarding politics and politicians, and  are therefore not susceptible to

political hysteria. The sophistication encompasses the following experiences:

NATIONAL history of over half a century and a history of national elections for 12

times;

A PLURAL society with diverse cultures -- Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism,

Confucianism -- all of which nurture living in peace;

THE people are of warm, harmonious temperaments and do not have habits of group

violence and revenge;

EVERY voter has a family and wants the future generations to continue to improve

the quality of life and ensure sustainability of development;

A STRONG teaching service from primary school across tertiary education and

training and development has enabled a majority of Malaysians to acquire the basic

processes of straight thinking;

IN all fields, Malaysians have excelled and found creative and elegant solutions to

whatever problems they addressed;

MALAYSIANS are politically literate and understand the fact and fiction of conspiracy

theory;

MILLIONS of Malaysians who went through the school system are familiar with the

Rukun Negara;

THE people have aspirations and hope for the future, driven by Vision 2020 and

beyond;

THERE is good physical, scientific, technological and psychological infrastructure,

including election infrastructure;

A PROFESSIONAL police force will uphold the peace and the rule of law;

THOUSANDS of people throughout the country have been trained in election

management;

POLITICAL parties have generated major and sub-manifestos, which they promised

to implement;
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POLITICAL leaders have declared that the people are the leaders of the political

parties and the people are king;

THERE are responsible leaders from all political parties who love the country no less

than their adversaries;

THERE is evidence of democratic enlightenment, because although four of the states

(Penang, Kelantan, Kedah and Selangor), were won by the opposition, the people's

decisions in GE12 were respected;

THERE will be national and international observers for the elections;

THE country has learned lessons from destructive elections in other countries and do

not want to go the way of lawlessness;

MILLIONS of Malaysians have received higher education; and,

MALAYSIANS have greater self-esteem and confidence in the democratic process.

Notwithstanding the celebrative mood, there will be a few troublemakers, whether

hired, or acting on their own. Those who are racists, bigoted, gangsters, bad hats or

political mercenaries, power hungry from all parties, may in some isolated instances,

be able to cause mischief. However, the good sense of Malaysian civil society will be

able to counter any untoward incidents.

To get away from the rut of alarmist mindsets, rationality can be guided by such

insights as follows: "When one with honeyed words and evil mind persuades the mob,

Great woes befall the state." (Euripedes - Orestes);

"Each of us here today, by our decisions and actions, will influence to some degree

the future and the kind of world our children will live in. Let us pledge that together,

we will work to build a nation where there is individual accountability and where justice

and equality prevails." (Tun Abdullah Ahmad Badawi); and,

"The ballot is stronger than the bullet." (Abraham Lincoln).

By election day the spin doctors, manipulators, merchants of doubt, media frauds,

bloggers and political mercenaries would have done their utmost to achieve their

goals. In the post-election aftermath, they will decide on their other initiatives of mass

control. However, organised democracy will defeat organised greed.

When all feelings are exhausted and all thoughts reach their limits, then there is need

for calm intuitive intelligence to guide decisions. And within the intuitive intelligence,

there is a kind of spiritual intelligence. Within the spiritual intelligence there is a kind

of poetic and philosophic joy of being simultaneously right and wrong.

The country is in a celebrative mood. Mindfully, with sound judgment, based on their

own cultural philosophy, religious belief or political ideology, voters will select their

candidates and their party to rule.

Beyond the elections, there is the mission to build an educated, wise and blessed

society. As people make their decisions they can reflect on Michelangelo's

observation: "The greater danger for most of us is not that our aim is too high and we

miss it, but it is too low and we reach it."

If so, therefore, as an individual or as a nation, we cannot reach individual higher self

or collective moral and imaginative authority.

http://www.nst.com.my/latest/2-women-killed-at-lawyers-offices-1.495723
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/general/font-color-red-mh370-tragedy-exclusive-font-cops-trawl-through-cctv-recordings-for-clues-1.551734
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/general/young-couple-on-fateful-flight-1.503462
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/unidentified-plane-is-mh370-1.515255
http://www.imoney.my/articles/most-least-affordable-cities-in-malaysia
http://styleblueprint.com/southern-edition/everyday/travelpony-the-best-savings-on-upscale-hotels/
http://www.sarawakenergynewsroom.com/videogallery/the-penan-story-life-in-the-interior/
http://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Consumers/Thailand-s-Central-opens-big-mall-on-Samui-island


MH370: Capt's daughter: "The Daily Mail, I
will not forgive you" (New Straits Times)

Toddler started fire which killed 12 (New
Straits Times)

What is the cost of getting your holiday
wrong? (Travel Daily)

Cybercriminals Exploit Flight MH370 News,
Online Threats Circulating (HardwareZone)

Tun Abdullah knew he was under NSA surveillance

A historic new beginning

'BN will work with all to put people first'

Respect their rights

A truly Malaysian icon

Recommended by

Related Articles

SPR Homepage

Check voter status

Kedah BN hits the ground running

Noor Adzman Baharuddin

BN information chiefs play pivotal roles

Syed Umar Ariff

Facebook

 

Twitter

FOLLOW

US

SPR

ANALYSIS

http://www.nst.com.my/latest/font-color-red-mh370-font-capt-s-daughter-the-daily-mail-i-will-not-forgive-you-1.541921
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/toddler-started-fire-which-killed-12-1.547095
http://www.traveldailymedia.com/features/205247/ever-felt-like-enny-meeny-miny-mo-is-your-only-option/
http://www.hardwarezone.com.my/tech-news-cybercriminals-exploit-flight-mh370-news-online-threats-circulating
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/tun-abdullah-knew-he-was-under-nsa-surveillance-1.547716
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/a-historic-new-beginning-1.536001
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/bn-will-work-with-all-to-put-people-first-1.505067
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/respect-their-rights-1.501615
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/a-truly-malaysian-icon-1.496758
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=ClFDGCz1CU4nNNsbL9AWbm4LID7SFvsQG1OGtjpUB3K-3wwEQASCHsv4BUMbOncn-_____wFgy4OAgKgXoAHUg8fjA8gBAqkCFAqbYx2kqj6oAwHIA8EEqgSpAU_QgbkJHhur4QUfYc81FChMFW9r8Y2gqDtjLILG7iAIaCi8PwwokffS8NRAh1slaKfaxvqADgxHB3mYkoDOJ8pSgHnXARG2YjBttVZWxWKKyXa5E7gEgmPL7fFnOrmKeLnDc2tuaRWLIMGkq4aGQpoOXPnhKNszLulVqfiJN8JsD1v2TrtrGOpjO5O-F5dUzovkPbaIrM9k-MnrulYoOVsWzazuqbT3vKiIBgGgBgKAB5T8uBw&num=1&cid=5GhF8K_d1f4Hj2MgGakgUrv8&sig=AOD64_0hroGW5BIW9rDNIoRjUoTvv_IYlQ&client=ca-pub-7231624659937647&adurl=http://www.testwithhp.com/assessment/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dnews_display_managed_ad6_300x250%26utm_campaign%3Dhpadm-my
http://www.spr.gov.my/
http://daftarj.spr.gov.my/NEWDAFTARJ/
http://w1.nst.com.my/ge13/2013-result/hot-seats
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/kedah-bn-hits-the-ground-running-1.290852
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/bn-information-chiefs-play-pivotal-roles-1.290859
https://www.facebook.com/nstonline
https://twitter.com/NST_Online


HOME  NATION  STREETS  WORLD  BUSINESS TIMES  SPORTS  LIFE & TIMES  OPINION  GALLERIES  7 DAY NEWS  CHANNELS  RED

Mobile New s Archive 1Klassif ieds Property Auction Tw itter RSS Personal Data Protection Notice  Disclaimer

Copyright © 2011 The New  Straits Times Press (Malaysia) Berhad. All rights reserved.

Ready to cross 'swords'

M. Hamzah Jamaludin

Pas has a lot of soul-seaching to do

Zubaidah Abu Bakar

Carrying out reforms fairly

John Teo

Malaysia's crisis of democracy

Justin Lim

Opposition pact on nation-inciting path

Azman Abdul Hamid

Pakatan's crazy phantom voter game

Satiman Jamin

Tough road, but Perak BN is sure of its

objectives

Audrey Mellani

Time to deliver on promises and pledges

Azura Abas

The quest for authentic leaders

Datuk Dr Ibrahim Ahmad Bajunid

Multiracial efforts led to independence

Dr Paridah Abd Samad

http://www.nst.com.my/
http://www.nst.com.my/nation
http://www.nst.com.my/streets
http://www.nst.com.my/world
http://www.nst.com.my/business
http://www.nst.com.my/sports
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion
http://www.nst.com.my/galleries
http://www.nst.com.my/red
http://www.nst.com.my/mobile
http://www.nib.com.my/
http://www.1k.com.my/
http://prop-auction.1k.com.my/
http://twitter.com/nst_online
http://www.nst.com.my/rss-page
http://www.nst.com.my/policy
http://www.nst.com.my/disclaimer
http://a.admaxserver.com/clk/vfFszWk.1iKeMi741SdteBiz-QBu62NNgSrb3JwbYVvyYKhH8WC-nClW-K.lrGugCfV2qTzIm.Hi.ETY3K1N7-SSeFGsH02Tgc6RZUWfHooKdYHUtpOr9cOMIw8SO0J1M7vjsUsqmVkElI8asdmLX5ByEs66Qq3mYDe1Hb3pwClyEvkxITU7--9BlSF.AJHrGosi-d-m//
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/ready-to-cross-swords-1.284326
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/pas-has-a-lot-of-soul-seaching-to-do-1.280676
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/carrying-out-reforms-fairly-1.280672
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/malaysia-s-crisis-of-democracy-1.278358
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/opposition-pact-on-nation-inciting-path-1.278350
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/pakatan-s-crazy-phantom-voter-game-1.278354
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/tough-road-but-perak-bn-is-sure-of-its-objectives-1.277680
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/time-to-deliver-on-promises-and-pledges-1.275694
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/the-quest-for-authentic-leaders-1.275696
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist/multiracial-efforts-led-to-independence-1.275690

