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Are these books on our shelves?

MASTERY of historical events, the overarching ideas and recurring

concerns of national existence are a must for those responsible in

shaping national futures.  It is critical that every leader embarks on the

exciting journey of mind and heart that will frame their understanding of

what the nation is about.

The contents that should shape the heart of leaders are those

generated by great scholarship. Among some of the period works which

may develop an understanding so necessary for responsible leadership

are the following:

TAN Sri Khoo Kay Kim's Malay Society studies the evolution of Malay

political culture from the Malacca Sultanate through the centuries to the

processes of democratisation and Malay political leadership in a plural

nation;

RICHARD Windstedt's A History of Classical Malay Literature provides an

in-depth understanding of Indian and Islamic heritage, Persian, Arabian

and Javanese Panji models of mystics and theologians who influenced

Malay culture;

STUDIES on the Malay Pantun by François-René Daillie demonstrates

the richness of the Malay world, insights into Malay identity and the

Malay mind;

SEEDS of Separatism by Loh Fook Seng traces the embedded social

structures ensuring the divisiveness of the peoples;

K.J. RATNAM'S Communalism and the Political Process in Malaya

explains the issues which form the basis of communal disagreements

leading to the political consequences of communal divisions;

AN Introduction to the Constitution of Malaysia by Tun Mohamed Suffian

and The Malaysian Legal System by Wu Min Aun provide basic legal
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Scholars shape great leaders

By Datuk Dr Ibrahim Ahmad Bajunid | iabaiw @yahoo.com 
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literacy for all;

ORIGINS of Malay Nationalism by W.R. Roff insightfully traces the ideas,

personalities and organisations which engender the Malay agenda of

political development,

THE Politics of Belonging by Margaret Clark Ruff chronicles the

independence of Sabah and Sarawak from Britain and the formation of

Malaysia, the facilitation of political processes and emergence of political

parties and new leaders;

THE Communist Insurrection in Malaya (Anthony Short) discusses

communism in Malaysia within the larger communist insurrection in

Southeast Asia while May 13 (Government of Malaysia) provides official

perspectives of the issues leading to incidents considered a national

tragedy;

TIME Bombs in Malaysia (Lim Kit Siang) warns of racial strife if various

national issues are not addressed justly and with a sense of urgency,

and the Malay Dilemma (Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad) discusses Malay

identity, Malay concerns and destiny;

WITHOUT Fear or Favour (Tan Sri Dr Tan Chee Khoon) grapples with

matters of concern to national society while Looking Back (Tunku Abdul

Rahman) offers reflections regarding the rise of nationalism, the decline

of imperialism and the development of regional outlook in Southeast

Asia;

DEMOCRACY Without Consensus (Karl Von Vorys) provides critiques of

the unique version of democracy as experimented in Malaysia;

INTELLECTUALS in Developing Societies and The Myth of the Lazy

Native (Datuk Syed Hussein Alatas) debunk colonialist stereotyping and

set clear directions of confidence among Malaysians and peoples of

developing countries. Datuk Dr Nordin Selat describes the emergence of

a powerful elite class who became the leaders of the public and civil

services;

 

A MALAYSIAN Journey by Rehman Rashid etches biographical narrative

and vignettes exploring the country and soul of a Malaysian;

CHINESE (Teong Jin Tan) and Indian (Sinappah Arasaratnam)

contributions to the development of Malaysia are acknowledged in an

increasing number of academic and popular literature works;

IDEAS and first principles regarding social justice and interfaith dialogues

are explored and advocated by scholars like Dr Chandra Muzaffar;

DATUK Dr Zainal Aznam Yusof and Tan Sri Ramon Navaratnam provide

understanding of the economic challenges of the nation; and,

LANGUAGE and Society in Malaysia (Asmah Omar) enlightens readers

on the mosaic of Malaysian languages while Kamal Hassan provides

deep insights into moderate Islam.

Deep thinking and understanding foster the sensibilities of hearts and

soul to understand that, more than anything else, the majority of

Malaysians want life opportunities for themselves and their families and

peace among the communities.

The people of Malaysia deserve good leaders, not rabble-rousers or

hatemongers who will only bring destruction to the dream of millions. The

question is whether Malaysian leaders and the educated citizenry are

familiar with any or all of these works, which are so important in shaping



RECOMMENDED

(New Straits Times)

 (New
Straits Times)

(New Straits Times)

 (New Straits
Times)

 (New
Straits Times)

 (New Straits Times)

FROM AROUND THE WEB

(HungryGoWhere)

(HungryGoWhere)

(Learnist)

 (Learnist)

 (iMoney)

(IrishCentral)

a deep understanding of Malaysia.

 

   

Leave Your Comment

‘Herbalife punished 600 distributors’

MH370 Tragedy: Why are Americans
obsessed with missing plane?

Court argues it has no jurisdiction to
hear assemblyman's sedition…

MyTeksi launches 'GrabCar'
premium service

MH370 Tragedy: IGP hopes latest
signal can facilitate police…

Burlesque takes off as dancers take
it (almost) all off

3 top eats at Bentong

Best prawn mee in Malaysia

How to Pack a Suitcase like a Flight
Attendant How to Pack a Suitcase…

Why Harry Truman Decided to Drop
the Atomic Bomb on Japan Why
Harry…

Credit Cards in Malaysia - Types of
Credit Cards

Son of Irish immigrants beats Clinton
machine in PA House race

Recommended by

RELATED ARTICLES

Ex-beauty queen

divorce case set for

retrial

Msia will win claim over

Sabah hands-down -

historian

'Sultan's' claim

rejectedNO BASIS:

Academicians say no

such thing as Sulu

Land

HANG TUAH: History's

vital link to our roots

Once poor and scorned, they now have

success

Login With Facebook

HOME

Top News

Latest

NATION

General

Politics

STREETS

Central

Northern

WORLD BUSINESS

TIMES

SPORTS

Soccer

Badminton

LIFE & TIMES

Tech

Health

OPINION

Editorial

Columnist

GALLERIES

Image

Video

7 DAY NEWS

Monday

Tuesday

CHANNELS

Gadget

Eats

0 0 0Google + 0 

http://www.nst.com.my/business/bizbrief/herbalife-punished-600-distributors-1.578101
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/font-color-red-mh370-tragedy-font-why-are-americans-obsessed-with-missing-plane-1.574721
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/court-argues-it-has-no-jurisdiction-to-hear-assemblyman-s-sedition-charge-appeal-1.601562
http://www.nst.com.my/business/latest/myteksi-launches-grabcar-premium-service-1.599560
http://www.nst.com.my/business/todayspaper/font-color-red-mh370-tragedy-font-igp-hopes-latest-signal-can-facilitate-police-investigations-1.554977
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/burlesque-takes-off-as-dancers-take-it-almost-all-off-1.598592
http://www.hungrygowhere.my/food-guide/food-trail/food-trail-bentong-streetfood/
http://www.hungrygowhere.my/food-guide/features/prawn-mee-hawker-food/
http://learni.st/users/60/boards/21761-how-to-pack-a-suitcase-like-a-flight-attendant
http://learni.st/users/dave.stancliff.9/boards/81426-why-harry-truman-decided-to-drop-the-atomic-bomb-on-japan
http://www.imoney.my/articles/types-of-credit-cards-in-malaysia
http://www.irishcentral.com/news/Son-of-Irish-immigrants-beats-Clinton-machine-in-PA-House-race.html
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/ex-beauty-queen-divorce-case-set-for-retrial-1.575641
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/msia-will-win-claim-over-sabah-hands-down-historian-1.238513
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/sultan-s-claim-rejectedno-basis-academicians-say-no-such-thing-as-sulu-land-1.230124
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/hang-tuah-history-s-vital-link-to-our-roots-1.37482
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/once-poor-and-scorned-they-now-have-success-1.32384
http://www.nst.com.my/
http://www.nst.com.my/top-news
http://www.nst.com.my/latest
http://www.nst.com.my/nation
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/general
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/politics
http://www.nst.com.my/streets
http://www.nst.com.my/streets/central
http://www.nst.com.my/streets/northern
http://www.nst.com.my/world
http://www.nst.com.my/business
http://www.nst.com.my/sports
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/soccer
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/badminton
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/tech
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/health
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/editorial
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist
http://www.nst.com.my/galleries
http://www.nst.com.my/galleries/image
http://www.nst.com.my/galleries/video
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/monday
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/tuesday
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/gadget
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/eats


 

Copyright © 2011 The New  Straits Times Press (Malaysia) Berhad. All rights reserved.

RSS Page

Didik Malaysia

Extras Johor Cricket

Racing

Other

Style

Travel

Showbiz

Live

Sunday Life &

Times

Letters To The

Editor

Comment

Infographics Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Travelific

Harum

Learning Curve

You

Niexter

Mobile New s Archive 1Klassif ieds Property Auction Tw itter RSS Personal Data Protection Notice Disclaimer

http://www.nst.com.my/rss-page
http://www.nst.com.my/didikmalaysia
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/extras
http://www.nst.com.my/streets/johor
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/cricket
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/racing
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/other
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/style
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/holiday
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/showbiz
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/live
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/sunday-life-times
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters-to-the-editor
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/comment
http://www.nst.com.my/galleries/infographics
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/wednesday
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/thursday
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/friday
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/saturday
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/sunday
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/travelific
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/harum
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/learning-curve
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/you
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/niexter
http://www.nst.com.my/mobile
http://www.nib.com.my/
http://www.1k.com.my/
http://prop-auction.1k.com.my/
http://twitter.com/nst_online
http://www.nst.com.my/rss-page
http://www.nst.com.my/policy
http://www.nst.com.my/disclaimer
http://a.admaxserver.com/clk/Zr1Hm3t-4wPA-4Cwa7kMAJrLDT-d-23uX6IDewNTfYk4TsB6If4U-ifhhjkqwdA7WO2oD5oY5RgZKHv2aWvEAKmBGDgNIBocPha-17V1rMw4U9hdSQjKRgkOC8nwrVAsacbmNUcT0.zOuZAYs3oLsf0WxPjc6ire6KouWnBWPhBHft8vgGBrUFnRAlvfHb4IMa0DQQSC8A==//

