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Malaysia can foster learning about different faiths

THE great religions brought about great transformations. Islamic history
has chronicled that Islam transformed human civilisation, contributing to
the continuity of human knowledge and scholarship during the medieval
age in Europe.

Islam is against ignorance (jahiliah) and for enlightenment. It is for a
reading and thinking culture. Islam means peace. Islam also means
surrender to God.

The Crusades and the dominance of the secular world have led to the
marginalisation of religion in communist societies and the control and
holding in abeyance of religious influence in secular societies.

However, many societies continue to profess and practise their particular
faiths of Islam, Christianity, Buddhism and Hinduism. With great
misunderstanding and distrust throughout the world, especially after
9/11, there has been religious profiling, particularly of Muslims.

In multireligious Malaysia, the school and university systems have made
it compulsory for students to learn their own religions. Muslim students
take Islamic Studies and non-Muslims take Moral Education.

For non-Muslims who want to go further in their respective faiths,
religious communities provide continuing education and intra-religious
bonding.

As there is greater demand for Islamic education, more institutions have
been established to meet such demand. The release of the Islamic
Higher School Certificate results indicates higher levels of excellence in
religious qualifications.

These students, who will be the religious elites in society, will continue
their education in Malaysian universities, in universities in the Islamic
world or even in the western world. Various Islamic institutions have
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been established to provide leadership for the Islamic way of life.

In Malaysia, among the most visible are the International Islamic
University, the Islamic Science University of Malaysia and other state
Islamic universities and colleges. Other institutions which provide
religious education include a growing number of Al Hafiz Schools.

An increasing number of Muslim students are becoming Al Hafiz -- those
who memorise the Quran. At the popular level there are the well-received
television programmes, Young Imams and Exemplary Muslim Lady
Teachers (Ustazah Pilihan).

Clearly, there is a growing critical mass of graduates from religious
education who have presumably developed to the highest levels of
spiritual intelligence and potential leadership.

As Malaysia grows its religious elites, it has the opportunity to provide
Islamic religious leadership globally. The religious elites in Malaysia could
be different from those elites who live in mono-religious societies.

In all societies and religions, the notions of fundamentalism, extremism
and moderation will continue to be raised and challenged. The religious
stakeholders, believers and opportunists will continue to use religion for
their own ends.

Malaysia is unique among the nations of the world with the potential to
foster the believers of all faiths learning from each other and about the
beliefs of "the other".

Just as Malaysians have vast opportunities to learn languages,
Malaysians also have opportunities to learn religions and philosophies of
those significant others. Malaysia offers opportunities for the exercise of
authentic religious dialogues.

If Malaysia develops competencies and the spiritual intelligence which
enable dialogues among faiths successfully in our context, then religious
leaders from Malaysia will be better prepared to contribute to religious
dialogues globally.

In this respect, the launch of the "Global Movement of Moderates -- In
Pursuit of an Enduring and Just Peace" by the prime minister last month
charts out the role that Malaysia can play to reduce world tension caused
by religious distrust and ignorance.

The quest remains whether the school and university systems enable
each learner to learn about others with enlightened religious empathy
using respectful minds. On the other hand, the question has to be raised
whether our miseducation has led us to be righteous and arrogant
religiously and dismissive of other people's faiths and beliefs.

The nature of spiritual and emotional intelligence being cultivated in the
context of education has to be examined by parents, scholars and every
individual in search of truth.

In Malaysia, during the celebrations of the birthday of Prophet
Muhammad, awards are given to anyone "from any religion or of any
gender" who meets the criteria of significant contributions to the
community.

This principle reveals the universal nature of Islam as practised by the
prophet.

Among his virtues are justice and fairness, piety, passion for knowledge,
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forgiveness, mercy, gentleness, courage, generosity, ethics, sincerity,
truthfulness and respect of others (he even established the rights of
animals), politeness, love of purification, humbleness, patience,

contentment and fear of God.

Whatever the type and level of education of Muslims, their behaviour is
expected to be based on Quranic injunctions and they are expected to
model their lives after the characteristics of the prophet in all manner of

relationships with all peoples.

Underlying the virtues is the principle that man is the vicegerent or the
khalifah responsible for peace and prosperity on this earth. Religious
elites are expected to be an unfailing force of goodness, virtues and

justice.

&

Delegate Irina A. Sorokina with the book ‘Voice of Islamic Moderation from the Malay
World’ by Tan Sri Dr Mohd Kamal Hassan, at the Global Movement of Moderates

Conference in Kuala Lumpur last month.

<1/1 >

Google + -

RECOMMENDED

Pregnantwoman, 4 others
electrocuted (New Straits Times)

4 dead in cloud-seeding plane crash
(New Straits Times)

Hospital guard opens fire, kills
doctor (New Straits Times)

Anwar suffers minor injuries in an
accident (New Straits Times)

Burlesque takes off as dancers take
it (almost) all off (New Straits Times)

Chief ministership in Penang should
be limited to two terms (New Straits
Times)

FROM AROUND THE WEB

3 top eats at Bentong
(HungryGoWhere)

Easy Curry Puff Recipe
(HungryGoWhere)

Two 34-Year-Old Aussies Are Latest
Techies To Become Billionaires...
(Forbes)

Why Harry Truman Decided to Drop
the Atomic Bomb on Japan Why
Harry... (Learnist)

How to Pack a Suitcase like a Flight
Attendant How to Pack a Suitcase...
(Learnist)

Credit Cards in Malaysia - Types of
Credit Cards (iMoney)

Recommended by


http://www.nst.com.my/latest/pregnant-woman-4-others-electrocuted-1.560720
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/4-dead-in-cloud-seeding-plane-crash-1.580604
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/hospital-guard-opens-fire-kills-doctor-1.577809
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/anwar-suffers-minor-injuries-in-an-accident-1.596174
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/burlesque-takes-off-as-dancers-take-it-almost-all-off-1.598592
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/chief-ministership-in-penang-should-be-limited-to-two-terms-1.601649
http://www.hungrygowhere.my/food-guide/food-trail/food-trail-bentong-streetfood/
http://www.hungrygowhere.my/food-guide/recipes/curry-puff-recipe-malay-kuih-recipe/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/alexmorrell/2014/04/09/new-financing-round-for-australian-software-company-atlassian-turns-founders-into-billionaires/
http://learni.st/users/dave.stancliff.9/boards/81426-why-harry-truman-decided-to-drop-the-atomic-bomb-on-japan
http://learni.st/users/60/boards/21761-how-to-pack-a-suitcase-like-a-flight-attendant
http://www.imoney.my/articles/types-of-credit-cards-in-malaysia

Leave Your Comment

HOME NATION STREETS WORLD BUSINESS SPORTS LIFE & TIMES OPINION GALLERIES 7 DAY NEWS CHANNELS
Top News General Central Soccer Tech Editorial Image Monday Gadget
Latest Politics Northern Badminton Health Columnist Video Tuesday Eats
RSS Page Extras Johor Cricket Style Letters To The Infographics Wednesday Travelific
Didik Malaysia Racing Travel Editor Thursday Harum
Other Showbiz Comment Friday Leaming Curve

Live Saturday You

Sunday Life & Sunday Niexter

Times

Copyright © 2011 The New Straits Times Press (Malaysia) Berhad. All rights reserved.


http://www.nst.com.my/?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/top-news?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/latest?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/rss-page?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/didikmalaysia?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/nation?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/general?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/politics?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/extras?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/streets?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/streets/central?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/streets/northern?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/streets/johor?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/world?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/business?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/sports?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/soccer?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/badminton?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/cricket?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/racing?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/other?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/tech?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/health?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/style?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/holiday?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/showbiz?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/live?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/sunday-life-times?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/editorial?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters-to-the-editor?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/comment?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/galleries?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/galleries/image?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/galleries/video?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/galleries/infographics?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/monday?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/tuesday?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/wednesday?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/thursday?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/friday?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/saturday?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/sunday?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/gadget?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/eats?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/travelific?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/harum?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/learning-curve?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/you?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/niexter?cache=03%2F7.198169%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.206497%2F7.235722%2F7.323459
http://www.nst.com.my/mobile
http://www.nib.com.my/
http://www.1k.com.my/
http://prop-auction.1k.com.my/
http://twitter.com/nst_online
http://www.nst.com.my/rss-page
http://www.nst.com.my/policy
http://www.nst.com.my/disclaimer
http://a.admaxserver.com/clk/BjqrPOvq36OU5VqWiJK15fFRT8jcHdcpBLlTjA6JCbzAA1pWRsfm0yrfnBgZQ5XXCrts54xgWcsvvCo0osGrkXOJnzF5X9f9dYpsN25fIeQk8E8yRemwVuuZ43S0c4DD8HFJV7MzNBiYtK-gqREHNRSBGaNYsK8LQw8S4bDv49nloYC8CV2l9qLJ5oJ3nTngIVu9pI3MjQ==//

