
Our deepest condolences to the families of passengers and crew of flight MH370
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AS Malaysian society struggles with the questions of identities

and uncertain futures, education is expected to provide

strategic and elegant solutions for the common good. The

system is to solve the recurring mundane and strategic

problems in its stride.

Simultaneously the system must set the highest aspirations and be

inspiring to everyone who spends thousands of hours in educational

institutions to hone unique core competencies.

To continue to be relevant, education must go beyond the

meaninglessness which ultimately subverts the senses and sensibilities

of learners and teachers alike. The system has the responsibility of

familiarising learners with mankind's' great common heritage and the

companionship of mankind's great minds and the most inspiring and

enduring ideas and ideals through the great books, literature and the

sciences.

Teaching is not just for the rote mastery of contents but for the capacity

for reflection, reason and wise judgments. The system must have the

capacity and system to bring the unfamiliar world into the classroom and

to reach and access such opportunities offered by emerging modes and

systems such as the Massive Open Online Course.

Clearly, education must be liberating. If the formal system does not

liberate and enhance, then the non-formal system will take the

responsibility of liberating the minds and imagination of the future

generations.

    31 May 2013| last updated at 11:30PM

Towards the best education

system

  By Datuk Dr Ibrahim Ahmad Bajunid  | iabaiw @yahoo.com 

Writer is a deputy vice-chancellor, INTI Laureate International University 

Email Print

0

comments

OPINION

Editorial

Columnist

Letters to the Editor

Comment

STREETS

Duo shine for

Kelantan

Guardian promotes

brand awareness in

awards contest

MOST READ MOST COMMENTED

MH370 Tragedy: Chronology on missing plane

MH370 Tragedy: More ships rush to probe

signals in plane search

MH370 Tragedy: Hunt homes in on ping signals

Badminton: Chong Wei wins India Open again

Xbox One makes hot debut as console war revs

up

Man held over offensive posting

MH370 Tragedy: Angus Houston's statement

MH370 Tragedy: Possible signals from black

boxes heard

'Too early to confirm pulses' 

'Paintball markers not illegal' 

Superbike rider crashes into car, dies on the

spot

PM: Malaysia-Singapore to build Friendship

Bridge 

Facebook account holder nabbed over

Rosmah's doctored picture

'No US, Russia war over Crimea crisis'

MH370 Tragedy: China ship detects 'pulse

signal' in Indian Ocean

MORE

ePaper Mobile News Archive 1Klassifieds Property Auction Twitter RSS

0 0 0Google + 0 

http://www.nst.com.my/
http://www.nst.com.my/?cache=03%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.217813%2F7.288059%3Fkey%3DKuala+Lumpur%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994
http://www.nst.com.my/nation?cache=03%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.217813%2F7.288059%3Fkey%3DKuala+Lumpur%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994
http://www.nst.com.my/streets?cache=03%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.217813%2F7.288059%3Fkey%3DKuala+Lumpur%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994
http://www.nst.com.my/world?cache=03%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.217813%2F7.288059%3Fkey%3DKuala+Lumpur%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994
http://www.nst.com.my/business?cache=03%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.217813%2F7.288059%3Fkey%3DKuala+Lumpur%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994
http://www.nst.com.my/sports?cache=03%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.217813%2F7.288059%3Fkey%3DKuala+Lumpur%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times?cache=03%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.217813%2F7.288059%3Fkey%3DKuala+Lumpur%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion?cache=03%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.217813%2F7.288059%3Fkey%3DKuala+Lumpur%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994
http://www.nst.com.my/galleries?cache=03%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.217813%2F7.288059%3Fkey%3DKuala+Lumpur%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994
http://www.nst.com.my/red?cache=03%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%3Fpage%3D0%2F7.217813%2F7.288059%3Fkey%3DKuala+Lumpur%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.490557%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994%2F7.541994
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C7uz3HmhCU5W8COmumgXXo4CIDPieufUEsKC1zI8Brb7ZhF8QASCHsv4BUIazyd0BYMuDgICoF6ABgNHh1QPIAQOpAninZ6uezbs-qAMByAPBBKoEogFP0F6EA_zio05czSNA2dhJihHLmDe3mYE0JLXdI9VGZGPSrwh3Lds2TILQR0sU4hRDdh9WDU3nRm7bD3iQ8nvQrUoueFBUK-dxb5yrFTdNOdhdwWKitcw72WAIuJgew2qbUhDAbPpehFiEowvB7XnZshdGUhjwZC1YOT_8Gy9NU_mC98xKW1ANCGMC0_FN6GrYUIbIJpEuzFdEUW7i4oli2IaIBgGgBgOAB-iunio&num=1&cid=5Gh_L4ISoAWzJV-_oufKMYUo&sig=AOD64_2_84EOlWrosXkG7me1WX2JnicX9Q&client=ca-pub-7231624659937647&adurl=http://lp.lsbf.org.uk/professional/accountancy-beans-2/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Dacca-malaysia-rmkt-2938_lon_prof_bean_feb14
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/editorial
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters-to-the-editor
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/comment
http://www.nst.com.my/streets/central/duo-shine-for-kelantan-1.553071
http://www.nst.com.my/streets/central/guardian-promotes-brand-awareness-in-awards-contest-1.553074
javascript:;
javascript:;
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/font-color-red-mh370-tragedy-font-chronology-on-missing-plane-1.553241
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/font-color-red-mh370-tragedy-font-more-ships-rush-to-probe-signals-in-plane-search-1.553084
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/font-color-red-mh370-tragedy-font-hunt-homes-in-on-ping-signals-1.553930
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/badminton-chong-wei-wins-india-open-again-1.553421
http://www.nst.com.my/world/xbox-one-makes-hot-debut-as-console-war-revs-up-1.552588
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/general/man-held-over-offensive-posting-1.553342
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/font-color-red-mh370-tragedy-font-angus-houston-s-statement-1.554185
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/font-color-red-mh370-tragedy-font-possible-signals-from-black-boxes-heard-1.554162
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/general/too-early-to-confirm-pulses-1.553335
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/general/paintball-markers-not-illegal-1.553288
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/superbike-rider-crashes-into-car-dies-on-the-spot-1.553134
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/pm-malaysia-singapore-to-build-friendship-bridge-1.554155
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/facebook-account-holder-nabbed-over-rosmah-s-doctored-picture-1.552902
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/general/no-us-russia-war-over-crimea-crisis-1.551761
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/font-color-red-mh370-tragedy-font-china-ship-detects-pulse-signal-in-indian-ocean-1.551449
http://www.nst.com.my/
http://www.nst.com.my/mobile
http://www.nib.com.my/
http://www.1k.com.my/
http://prop-auction.1k.com.my/
http://twitter.com/nst_online
http://www.nst.com.my/rss-page


Malaysia deserves no less than to have the "One Best Educational

System." In this system, every learner at every level matters.

To embed this culture of respect and love for every learner, there has to

be real transformation in the selection, development and retention of

those who choose the noble profession and the teaching enterprise to

contribute to the betterment of society and civilisation.

As an achieving society, a knowledge society, a learning society and

creative society, where every learner and citizen must grow with self-

respect and confidence, no obstacles must exist in the system that

prevents an individual from being the best that he or she can be. The

assessment system must therefore have an array of measures which

recognise and nurture the multiple intelligences, personalities, attitudes

and motivations that exist.

The system must create the conditions for the building of a nation with

confidence in itself, with the passion for continuous perfection and the

spirit of abundant faith that the best is yet to come.

The nurturing of high order cognitive competencies and the love to

engage in great conversations and discourses should be the mark of the

educated citizenry. Such engagements should reflect the passion for

scientific thought and the processes of critical thinking.

Based on the mastery of the mathematical and the sciences and arts,

and the processes of flexible thinking, the system and institutions should

nurture the liberation of creative talents and expansively support the

potentialities of every learner.

The mission of building high culture with a learning society must begin

from the education system. Such a mission will lead to the establishment,

expansion and enhancement of cultural institutions enamoured with world

heritage, indigenous genius of the people and high aesthetics in all

domains of life.

The country should nurture champions who would drive the

establishment of unique and dynamic science museums and cultural

centres in the towns and cities as institutions in the constellation of the

education enterprise.

All the learning must prepare learners for participatory democracy and

responsible global citizenship. Also, with all the efforts and expertise

focused on the system, it should ensure employability and re-

employability within the nation or region, and globally. The unconditional

precondition for global employment or service is the mastery of

appropriate international languages, particularly English, French,

Mandarin, Russian, Spanish and Arabic.

The education service can be an open service to allow for the school

education and higher education services to be one, in staff mobility,

contributions and promotion prospects. With such a sizeable, formidable,

and highly educated and competent teaching force, Malaysia can

establish its own Peace Corp and inspire and prepare the younger

generation as well as the older generation to volunteer to serve all over

the world in the cause of education.

If we strive to be the exemplary leader in the world in the economic,

political or technological sector, there is a strategic cause for Malaysian

education to embark on a global mission. The goal must be boldly

established that we must have the most well educated citizenry in the

world.

Not to set and then meet the target is to fail the people and the future

generation. As a relatively small country such strategic goals are
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Three sisters studying Mandarin at Kong Zi Institute. The precondition for global

employment or service is the mastery of appropriate international languages such

as English, French, Mandarin, Russian, Spanish and Arabic.
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