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QUALITY: MQA has helped make our higher education a brand

of Malaysian excellence

IN the 1990s, four decades after independence,

Malaysia articulated the agenda of Malaysia as a Centre

of Educational Excellence.

Democratisation of education was also articulated in the

wake of the reformulation of the concept of lifelong

learning and e-learning and smart schools. The

importance of visioning and setting and articulating a

clear agenda is demonstrated when, one-and-a-half

decades later, Malaysia has become the preferred

destination for education of students from throughout the world.

Malaysian universities had never really been parochial because of the

long and intimate connection with the English language as an

international language of knowledge, and the British and British

Commonwealth education systems.

The books in English in the university libraries and public libraries are

evidence of the close intellectual and scholarly ties with the Western

world. The bookshops also show evidence of the relative openness of
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Universal character of Malaysian

universities

  By Datuk Dr Ibrahim Ahmad Bajunid  | iabaiw @yahoo.com 

Writer is a deputy vice-chancellor, INTI Laureate International University 
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the Malaysian mindsets and the passion to pursue knowledge from all

sources.

The early generations of Malaysian academicians were educated mainly

in the English-speaking world. The thousands of masters and doctoral

theses written by Malaysians who studied in universities in the United

Kingdom, the United States of America, Australia, New Zealand, Canada

and Hong Kong marked the intellectual indebtedness in almost all fields

of knowledge to the western world.

Malaysian scholars were also educated in Taiwan and China and the

various countries of the Middle East. The medium of learning and

research as well as the reading and writing cultures in the Malay,

English, Arabic and Chinese languages assured the global and universal

ethos of Malaysian universities.

Although typically school and university systems are parochial, to date

the Malaysia system has managed to remain universal and global and

has not been enmeshed in parochial traditions in knowledge domains

although there is always the politicisation of education.

The University of Malaya in Singapore and the Universiti Malaya in Kuala

Lumpur were modelled after the Oxbridge tradition. The leading schools

such as the Malay College Kuala Kangsar were also modelled on the

Eton-Harrow boarding school tradition.

There were, of course, Islamic schools based on the Madrasah and the

Al Azhar tradition. Although these were colonial and cultural models, the

outcome was a mindset of graduates shaped by the weltanschauung

(world views) of cultures and histories outside of Malaysia.

Malaysia inherited a system of education whose curriculum contents

were the body of knowledge in all disciplines considered as worthwhile

and shared throughout the British Commonwealth through the syllabuses

of the Cambridge Examinations Certificate.

Although the Curriculum Development Centre, Ministry of Education,

(established in the 1970s) contributed to the existing knowledge with

Malaysian perspectives, the mathematical, natural and social sciences

remained universal in methodological and substantive contents.

Of all the institutions in society, the National Accreditation Council, which

later became the Malaysian Qualifications Agency (MQA), contributed

significantly to ensure the universal character of Malaysian higher

education. The MQA has close relations with other quality assurance

agencies of the world.

The contents as well as procedures of its quality assurance mechanisms,

much like the International Organisation for Standardisation, promote

and share quality standards which are universal in character.

The internationally recognised stringent protocols and credibility of this

dynamic institution under professional leadership has contributed to

establish Malaysian universities and their accredited programmes as

world class institutions.

More than the political business of university rankings, the accreditations

by MQA have placed Malaysian education on the world map. This

institution, with its instruments of the Malaysian Qualifications

Framework, Code of Practice for Programme Accreditation, Code of

Practice for Institutional Audit and Programme Discipline Standards and

Guides to Good Practices, has transformed the fledgling Malaysian

higher education system into one of the leading systems in the world.

The celebration of five years of the MQA is a celebration of world class

quality assurance and the universal character of Malaysian higher

NSTP FAMILY SITES

Harian Metro Berita Harian

Business Times My Gadget Planet

Travelific Harum

Eats Properties

News Image Bank (NIB)

HIGHLIGHTS

New Economic Model NST Reviews

NiEXUS Friends of Travel Times

Property News NSTLIVE Archive

Spell-It-Right

COFFEE BREAK

Sudoku

http://www.hmetro.com.my/
http://www.bharian.com.my/
http://www.btimes.com.my/
http://www.mygadgets.my/
http://www.travelific.my/
http://www.harum.com.my/
http://www.eats.my/
http://properties.emedia.com.my/
http://www.nib.com.my/
http://www.btimes.com.my/Current_News/BTIMES/Econ2007_pdf/New%20Economic%20Model
http://reviews.nst.com.my/
http://niexus.nst.com.my/
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=53718333187
http://properties.btimes.com.my/
http://nst-live.blogspot.com/
http://www.nst.com.my/SIR
http://www.nst.com.my/sudoku


RECOMMENDED

 (New Straits Times)

 (New
Straits Times)

 (New
Straits Times)

 (New Straits Times)

(New Straits Times)

 (New Straits Times)

FROM AROUND THE WEB

 ()

 (Nikkei Asian Review)

 (Nikkei
Asian Review)

(LinkedIn)

  (Nikon)

(HardwareZone)

education in spite of the forces of parochialism.

Malaysian academicians who have contributed to the work of MQA as

audit panellists or as the thousands of those who studied and wrote the

contents of Quality Documents of their institutions, responding to MQA

Quality Procedures, should be justly proud for contributing to make

Malaysian higher education a brand of Malaysian excellence.

Those dedicated personnel and leadership of MQA have quietly and

unobtrusively developed a quality culture which is second to none in

spirit and in substance.

Writer is a deputy vice-chancellor, INTI Laureate International University

   

The Tuanku Syed Faizuddin Putra library at the main campus of Universiti Malaysia

Perlis. The books in English in such libraries are evidence of the close intellectual

and scholarly ties with the Western world.

MISSING MH370: Fishermen find life
raft near PD

Young couple on fateful flight

SEMPORNA: Another operation to
clear Esszone of potential…

Woman cuts off ex-boyfriend's penis,
kills him

MH370 Tragedy: U.S. judge tosses
law firm's motion seeking plane…

MISSING MH370: Aviation expert
suggests 6 reasons for
disappearance

House prices: most and least
affordable cities in Malaysia

Thailand's Central opens big mall on
Samui island

Thai 7-Eleven operator CP All mulls
expansion at home, abroad

From suspended school boy to CEO

Taking Aim – A Story Told with the
Nikon D4S

Cybercriminals Exploit Flight MH370
News, Online Threats Circulating

Recommended by

0 0 0Google + 0 

1 / 1 < >

http://www.nst.com.my/latest/font-color-red-missing-mh370-font-fishermen-find-life-raft-near-pd-1.509222
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/general/young-couple-on-fateful-flight-1.503462
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/font-color-red-semporna-font-another-operation-to-clear-esszone-of-potential-whistleblowers-1.550971
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/woman-cuts-off-ex-boyfriend-s-penis-kills-him-1.507544
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/font-color-red-mh370-tragedy-font-u-s-judge-tosses-law-firm-s-motion-seeking-plane-evidence-1.543176
http://www.nst.com.my/latest/font-color-red-missing-mh370-font-aviation-expert-suggests-6-reasons-for-disappearance-1.508503
http://www.imoney.my/articles/most-least-affordable-cities-in-malaysia
http://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Consumers/Thailand-s-Central-opens-big-mall-on-Samui-island
http://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Companies/Thai-7-Eleven-operator-CP-All-mulls-expansion-at-home-abroad
http://www.linkedin.com/today/post/article/20140219112407-322130907-from-suspended-school-boy-to-ceo
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.hardwarezone.com.my/tech-news-cybercriminals-exploit-flight-mh370-news-online-threats-circulating


 

Copyright © 2011 The New  Straits Times Press (Malaysia) Berhad. All rights reserved.

Leave Your Comment

Login With Facebook

HOME

Top News

Latest

RSS Page

Didik Malaysia

NATION

General

Politics

Extras

STREETS

Central

Northern

Johor

WORLD BUSINESS

TIMES

SPORTS

Soccer

Badminton

Cricket

Racing

Other

LIFE & TIMES

Tech

Health

Style

Travel

Showbiz

Live

Sunday Life &

Times

OPINION

Editorial

Columnist

Letters To The

Editor

Comment

GALLERIES

Image

Video

Infographics

7 DAY NEWS

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

CHANNELS

Gadget

Eats

Travelific

Harum

Learning Curve

You

Niexter

RED

Mobile New s Archive 1Klassif ieds Property Auction Tw itter RSS Personal Data Protection Notice Disclaimer

http://www.nst.com.my/
http://www.nst.com.my/top-news
http://www.nst.com.my/latest
http://www.nst.com.my/rss-page
http://www.nst.com.my/didikmalaysia
http://www.nst.com.my/nation
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/general
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/politics
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/extras
http://www.nst.com.my/streets
http://www.nst.com.my/streets/central
http://www.nst.com.my/streets/northern
http://www.nst.com.my/streets/johor
http://www.nst.com.my/world
http://www.nst.com.my/business
http://www.nst.com.my/sports
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/soccer
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/badminton
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/cricket
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/racing
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/other
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/tech
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/health
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/style
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/holiday
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/showbiz
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/live
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times/sunday-life-times
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/editorial
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnist
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters-to-the-editor
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion/comment
http://www.nst.com.my/galleries
http://www.nst.com.my/galleries/image
http://www.nst.com.my/galleries/video
http://www.nst.com.my/galleries/infographics
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/monday
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/tuesday
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/wednesday
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/thursday
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/friday
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/saturday
http://www.nst.com.my/7-day-news/sunday
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/gadget
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/eats
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/travelific
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/harum
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/learning-curve
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/you
http://www.nst.com.my/channels/niexter
http://www.nst.com.my/red
http://www.nst.com.my/mobile
http://www.nib.com.my/
http://www.1k.com.my/
http://prop-auction.1k.com.my/
http://twitter.com/nst_online
http://www.nst.com.my/rss-page
http://www.nst.com.my/policy
http://www.nst.com.my/disclaimer
http://a.admaxserver.com/clk/5uiShXYBMAMLxIEKX7lWQPn4sOR-.4SjFIpcKs2Hs3NTODluxdpa5N.O6IPIbrETynhjtd3Jn.8ssptkjc2pePzBs4fOigD9OCpf.yyhLGBQYhMtthlNvaIg5EWCsPkeU6JtcssqU7EMKHjvPt9.Wilmf5NKfPDHgaywGHP9b2psTjyLpCcb7Fyl4SPGbkkJCkZyhtxLrw==//

