Thursday, May 22, 2014, 13:1 PM

NEWSTRAITSTIMES

Our deepest condolences to the families of passengers and crew of flight MH370

Hot Topics: Kuala Lumpur

GENERAL
The Volkswagen Jetta

@ volkswagen.com.my/Jetta

Malaysia

1.4¢ TSI Engine With A 7-Speed DSG. 0-100 km/h In Just 8.3 Seconds!

ePaper

Mobile  News Archive

06 July 2012| last updated at 12:30AM Email Print

When on the path of reform, go
idea-hunting

Google + . ]

comments

Watch Full Episodes

* televisionfanatic.com
Turn Your Computer into a TV! Watch Full TV Episodes w Free App

KALEIDOSCOPIC SOURCES: Study in-depth what the best
educational institutions are doing and adapt their formula

ON a wall at the National Institute of Educational Management and
Leadership (Institute Aminuddin Baki) stands an observation oft-quoted:

"Good School or Bad School?

"Over the years, as a reporter, | have never seen a good school with a
poor principal, or a poor school with a good principal. | have seen
unsuccessful schools turned around into successful ones and
regrettably, outstanding schools slide rapidly into decline.

"In each case, the rise or fall could readily be traced to the quality of the
principal.”

(Fred M. Hechinger, president, New York Times.)

Undoubtedly, educational leadership is the single most important factor
in any educational reform initiative.

Every city and town in this country has educational institutions which are
landmarks of histories. Within the schools and universities are all kinds of
evidence of contributions from their alumni. All these institutions have
institutional memories of legends, myths and rituals, ceremonies and
continuous achievements. All these institutions have traditions of
excellence.

Undoubtedly, the creation of traditions of excellence constitutes another

NATION
General
Politics

Extras

STREETS

TREAT FOR FOOD
CONNOISSEURS

Reaching out to the
young

SPORTS

HOCKEY: Dharmaraj
taking a big risk

Injury fears for
Germany

1Klassifieds

Property Auction  Twitter RSS
>

>

[>

(s JMyDEAL=

Shop Gucci, Chanel, Prada,
Salvatore Ferragamo & More!

— Upto 60% OFF —

NSTP FAMILY SITES

Harian Metro

Berita Harian

Business Times My Gadget Planet
Travelific Harum

Eats Properties

News Image Bank (NIB)

HIGHLIGHTS

New Economic Model NST Reviews

NiEXUS Friends of Travel Times
Property News NSTLIVE Archive
Spell-It-Right

COFFEE BREAK

Sudoku


http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CArqr24N9U6bME8-kuATKuoGYB_ibtowFgJ32qGHb2R4QASCHlq8gUJD15Z8HYMurgIWYF8gBAakCUAYgIVLrlD7gAgCoAwHIA58EqgTMAU_QRU7Yrjx3mFum6zYjqjbNwGVpq8I6QG_gDoU6efA4X7IrjKGrBPCyZ3SQSiGr8raFtmhflG3_t_m6Q_hpPP9Pzz--DPt4Iw9oPLzvR49bq6u53HdgCu8iTSGy_JjjZ626uAoiOH-aRMMQcu4dhtQXIclcXfi6aRhwNjEPR5svakYOPxQOZU8Y-ixAzeVh9AUZIqg3Wb0KFQhzYpeR6sBRvJu9swRx3kP6scNFykzDME-jbgbFokot0OB3Wqc79o92WF6drYHtQERJi-AEAYAH0IbPHw&num=1&sig=AOD64_33Iwp3BGFo6sdcUnlzG6eehlf4sg&client=ca-pub-3291688420680736&adurl=http://www.volkswagen.com.my/en/models/Jetta/trimlevel_overview.s9_trimlevel_detail.suffix.html/jetta~2Fjetta.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CArqr24N9U6bME8-kuATKuoGYB_ibtowFgJ32qGHb2R4QASCHlq8gUJD15Z8HYMurgIWYF8gBAakCUAYgIVLrlD7gAgCoAwHIA58EqgTMAU_QRU7Yrjx3mFum6zYjqjbNwGVpq8I6QG_gDoU6efA4X7IrjKGrBPCyZ3SQSiGr8raFtmhflG3_t_m6Q_hpPP9Pzz--DPt4Iw9oPLzvR49bq6u53HdgCu8iTSGy_JjjZ626uAoiOH-aRMMQcu4dhtQXIclcXfi6aRhwNjEPR5svakYOPxQOZU8Y-ixAzeVh9AUZIqg3Wb0KFQhzYpeR6sBRvJu9swRx3kP6scNFykzDME-jbgbFokot0OB3Wqc79o92WF6drYHtQERJi-AEAYAH0IbPHw&num=1&sig=AOD64_33Iwp3BGFo6sdcUnlzG6eehlf4sg&client=ca-pub-3291688420680736&adurl=http://www.volkswagen.com.my/en/models/Jetta/trimlevel_overview.s9_trimlevel_detail.suffix.html/jetta~2Fjetta.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CArqr24N9U6bME8-kuATKuoGYB_ibtowFgJ32qGHb2R4QASCHlq8gUJD15Z8HYMurgIWYF8gBAakCUAYgIVLrlD7gAgCoAwHIA58EqgTMAU_QRU7Yrjx3mFum6zYjqjbNwGVpq8I6QG_gDoU6efA4X7IrjKGrBPCyZ3SQSiGr8raFtmhflG3_t_m6Q_hpPP9Pzz--DPt4Iw9oPLzvR49bq6u53HdgCu8iTSGy_JjjZ626uAoiOH-aRMMQcu4dhtQXIclcXfi6aRhwNjEPR5svakYOPxQOZU8Y-ixAzeVh9AUZIqg3Wb0KFQhzYpeR6sBRvJu9swRx3kP6scNFykzDME-jbgbFokot0OB3Wqc79o92WF6drYHtQERJi-AEAYAH0IbPHw&num=1&sig=AOD64_33Iwp3BGFo6sdcUnlzG6eehlf4sg&client=ca-pub-3291688420680736&adurl=http://www.volkswagen.com.my/en/models/Jetta/trimlevel_overview.s9_trimlevel_detail.suffix.html/jetta~2Fjetta.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CArqr24N9U6bME8-kuATKuoGYB_ibtowFgJ32qGHb2R4QASCHlq8gUJD15Z8HYMurgIWYF8gBAakCUAYgIVLrlD7gAgCoAwHIA58EqgTMAU_QRU7Yrjx3mFum6zYjqjbNwGVpq8I6QG_gDoU6efA4X7IrjKGrBPCyZ3SQSiGr8raFtmhflG3_t_m6Q_hpPP9Pzz--DPt4Iw9oPLzvR49bq6u53HdgCu8iTSGy_JjjZ626uAoiOH-aRMMQcu4dhtQXIclcXfi6aRhwNjEPR5svakYOPxQOZU8Y-ixAzeVh9AUZIqg3Wb0KFQhzYpeR6sBRvJu9swRx3kP6scNFykzDME-jbgbFokot0OB3Wqc79o92WF6drYHtQERJi-AEAYAH0IbPHw&num=1&sig=AOD64_33Iwp3BGFo6sdcUnlzG6eehlf4sg&client=ca-pub-3291688420680736&adurl=http://www.volkswagen.com.my/en/models/Jetta/trimlevel_overview.s9_trimlevel_detail.suffix.html/jetta~2Fjetta.html
http://www.nst.com.my/
http://www.nst.com.my/?cache=03%2F7.205816%3Fpage%3D0
http://www.nst.com.my/nation?cache=03%2F7.205816%3Fpage%3D0
http://www.nst.com.my/streets?cache=03%2F7.205816%3Fpage%3D0
http://www.nst.com.my/world?cache=03%2F7.205816%3Fpage%3D0
http://www.nst.com.my/business?cache=03%2F7.205816%3Fpage%3D0
http://www.nst.com.my/sports?cache=03%2F7.205816%3Fpage%3D0
http://www.nst.com.my/life-times?cache=03%2F7.205816%3Fpage%3D0
http://www.nst.com.my/opinion?cache=03%2F7.205816%3Fpage%3D0
http://www.nst.com.my/galleries?cache=03%2F7.205816%3Fpage%3D0
http://www.nst.com.my/hot-topic?key=Kuala%20Lumpur&id=1.19692
http://www.nst.com.my/hot-topic?key=Malaysia&id=1.19693
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C8Wvx2oN9U6PYLpKvuASKjYGwCO65tdoE7ub61UTAjbcBEAEgh7L-AVDn0d62_P____8BYMurgIWYF6ABkreh6QPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgS2AU_QS116FTi4XFUVauv3JejPYb7g8d4d-6JQJaLndHsFT1sVu0GOk9oHcgBaCVxJdIvyhixqyf6_NtmKhe7h0U4SrTjy5TiOQ66xCgX9ufc62SQTcmuZ31L9VHmKBNJrzZvUxz4zXPsX5WAcMANrYZSmUcX1ATRcCT54dV62j-MI0XoY8bNxsfc3p5NvPnvGuRviydgzW_XVUKfW9Qk4ifvidJZtAzajwqi2OuLZt6d1j-3jiypCiAYBgAfWyN4W&num=1&cid=5GgC_Y5zRvkWn3AAAQIH2y4z&sig=AOD64_0JOzrPq-VMgx7rOE5z7nLkXtXtJg&client=ca-pub-7231624659937647&adurl=http://download.televisionfanatic.com/index.jhtml%3Fspu%3Dtrue%26partner%3DXPxdm116
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C8Wvx2oN9U6PYLpKvuASKjYGwCO65tdoE7ub61UTAjbcBEAEgh7L-AVDn0d62_P____8BYMurgIWYF6ABkreh6QPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgS2AU_QS116FTi4XFUVauv3JejPYb7g8d4d-6JQJaLndHsFT1sVu0GOk9oHcgBaCVxJdIvyhixqyf6_NtmKhe7h0U4SrTjy5TiOQ66xCgX9ufc62SQTcmuZ31L9VHmKBNJrzZvUxz4zXPsX5WAcMANrYZSmUcX1ATRcCT54dV62j-MI0XoY8bNxsfc3p5NvPnvGuRviydgzW_XVUKfW9Qk4ifvidJZtAzajwqi2OuLZt6d1j-3jiypCiAYBgAfWyN4W&num=1&cid=5GgC_Y5zRvkWn3AAAQIH2y4z&sig=AOD64_0JOzrPq-VMgx7rOE5z7nLkXtXtJg&client=ca-pub-7231624659937647&adurl=http://download.televisionfanatic.com/index.jhtml%3Fspu%3Dtrue%26partner%3DXPxdm116
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C8Wvx2oN9U6PYLpKvuASKjYGwCO65tdoE7ub61UTAjbcBEAEgh7L-AVDn0d62_P____8BYMurgIWYF6ABkreh6QPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgS2AU_QS116FTi4XFUVauv3JejPYb7g8d4d-6JQJaLndHsFT1sVu0GOk9oHcgBaCVxJdIvyhixqyf6_NtmKhe7h0U4SrTjy5TiOQ66xCgX9ufc62SQTcmuZ31L9VHmKBNJrzZvUxz4zXPsX5WAcMANrYZSmUcX1ATRcCT54dV62j-MI0XoY8bNxsfc3p5NvPnvGuRviydgzW_XVUKfW9Qk4ifvidJZtAzajwqi2OuLZt6d1j-3jiypCiAYBgAfWyN4W&num=1&cid=5GgC_Y5zRvkWn3AAAQIH2y4z&sig=AOD64_0JOzrPq-VMgx7rOE5z7nLkXtXtJg&client=ca-pub-7231624659937647&adurl=http://download.televisionfanatic.com/index.jhtml%3Fspu%3Dtrue%26partner%3DXPxdm116
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C8Wvx2oN9U6PYLpKvuASKjYGwCO65tdoE7ub61UTAjbcBEAEgh7L-AVDn0d62_P____8BYMurgIWYF6ABkreh6QPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgS2AU_QS116FTi4XFUVauv3JejPYb7g8d4d-6JQJaLndHsFT1sVu0GOk9oHcgBaCVxJdIvyhixqyf6_NtmKhe7h0U4SrTjy5TiOQ66xCgX9ufc62SQTcmuZ31L9VHmKBNJrzZvUxz4zXPsX5WAcMANrYZSmUcX1ATRcCT54dV62j-MI0XoY8bNxsfc3p5NvPnvGuRviydgzW_XVUKfW9Qk4ifvidJZtAzajwqi2OuLZt6d1j-3jiypCiAYBgAfWyN4W&num=1&cid=5GgC_Y5zRvkWn3AAAQIH2y4z&sig=AOD64_0JOzrPq-VMgx7rOE5z7nLkXtXtJg&client=ca-pub-7231624659937647&adurl=http://download.televisionfanatic.com/index.jhtml%3Fspu%3Dtrue%26partner%3DXPxdm116
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/general
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/politics
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/extras
http://www.nst.com.my/streets/central/treat-for-food-connoisseurs-1.602619
http://www.nst.com.my/streets/central/reaching-out-to-the-young-1.602606
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/other/hockey-dharmaraj-taking-a-big-risk-1.602575
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/soccer/injury-fears-for-germany-1.602565
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cdrjp24N9U6_sE4-cuAS5qYGAB8bVxpAHjpX_4YwBue7wyKoBEAEgh5avIFCRr4OzAmDLq4CFmBegAar0yNUDyAEDqQKfN-muKc-qPuACAKgDAcgDnQSqBM0BT9AzevQEJ_Zu3QC-CzG6urhPVjcxrRc1SRBEAJtyoYmiOAIeTr5CQkjL82zshgRjQ8pLn1LgcC6Dp35sw-TnIgdy6nSa3mx5uvlub0mvveGNZfnoZ0dTuoznHWte9qvxb2UW-fkKkFAa7WlFctxK6MYDsn3fid3Eu6J31FusiWerELC6fdsc2is8JJ7pU7iyL0JfQt9mE-1Pta5dbEkXae4kmk4xQsYs5AdRdqdqTYC3waqvadKWjZbToExKhOlnqOFpPVLxIO9OlQlOxuAEAYgGAaAGA4AHvou3Kg&num=1&cid=5GhP0woOYYjrSCxqVQa6x0aE&sig=AOD64_1eOt9tChkerJfuouP-2UFbeJ4yjQ&client=ca-pub-3291688420680736&adurl=http://www.mydeal.com.my/deals/join/luxury_new/AW/DBA/LUXE%3Futm_source%3DAW%26utm_medium%3DDBA%26utm_content%3D%26utm_campaign%3DLUXE&nm=1
http://www.hmetro.com.my/
http://www.bharian.com.my/
http://www.btimes.com.my/
http://www.mygadgets.my/
http://www.travelific.my/
http://www.harum.com.my/
http://www.eats.my/
http://properties.emedia.com.my/
http://www.nib.com.my/
http://www.btimes.com.my/Current_News/BTIMES/Econ2007_pdf/New%20Economic%20Model
http://reviews.nst.com.my/
http://niexus.nst.com.my/
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=53718333187
http://properties.btimes.com.my/
http://nst-live.blogspot.com/
http://www.nst.com.my/SIR
http://www.nst.com.my/sudoku
http://www.nst.com.my/mobile
http://www.nib.com.my/
http://www.1k.com.my/
http://prop-auction.1k.com.my/
http://twitter.com/nst_online
http://www.nst.com.my/rss-page

important factor for reform initiatives.

Each institution of excellence has its own identifiable, explicit and tangible
policies and practices as well as its intangible mix of wisdom which
characterises its identity.

In education, the ultimate relationship is of the learner and teacher
sharing and mastering particular aspects of facts, concepts, principles,
theories, tasks, skills, competencies, one by one and all at once.

Undoubtedly, upholding and practising the philosophy that every learner
matters and that every child is unique is another central factor for
educational reform.

One critical element of reform protocols is to study in-depth what the best
educational institutions are doing. The compendium of insights and
evidence of the collective excellence of educational institutions provide
the substance of best practices which constitute benchmarks for reform
articulations.

Tuanku Jaafar College provides excellent examples of the nurturing of
confident and independent students who could look after themselves in
multicultural contexts anywhere. Sri Cempaka fires the spirit, nurtures the
soul, fosters respect and care for the body and celebrates mindfulness.

Kolej Yayasan Saad has the classic and inspiring formula of the holistic
development of every learner by focusing on academic excellence, active
participation in rugby, swimming, netball and

other sports and co-curricular activities, mastering musical instruments,
being engaged in the school orchestra and mastering English.

The college also has special relationships for healthy competitive
activities with Vijiravudh College Thailand and other like institutions.

Junior Mara Science Colleges and other residential schools exhibit
leadership in peer motivation strategies for learning and academic
success. Chinese schools, especially girls' schools, provide exemplary
lessons on discipline, neatness, mastery of filial piety and family values.

Both Chinese and Islamic schools espouse and exhibit the importance of
and the value of memorisation. The best of Tamil schools provide sound
examples of the transmission of ethnic cultures and spiritual strengths.
Aboriginal schools provide lessons regarding ecological intelligence and
native wisdom.

Clearly, there are a number of excellent institutions which would provide
ideas to be gained from institutional audits of those institutions. In
addition to studying the best schools to scour ideas for educational
reforms, there are hundreds of retired educational leaders and leaders
from all professions from whom ideas for reform can be elicited through
focused interviews.

The kaleidoscope of reform possibilities is exciting and enlightening for
the discerning community of educational reformers.

At the heart of systemic national educational reform is school reform,
teacher education reform and university reform.

Many of the reform initiatives in schools, teacher education, polytechnics
and universities are about reforms in curriculum, teaching learning and
assessment.

Reform in one sector alone without coherent reform in other significant
areas will lead to the phenomenon of reform lag or reform divergence in
vision, directions, substance and spirit of the harmony and unity of




reforms.

In an attempt to create a national culture of uncompromising excellence,
there has to be the uncompromising will, focus and effort to be the

culture that is created.

The culture of uncompromising excellence is built by the countless
creative ways towards "breathlessly exciting perfection" inspiring drives
of scientific discovery, artistic works, harmonious relationships,
knowledge mastery and application and administrative efficiency.

Kolej Yayasan Saad Melaka students performing in Kuala Lumpur last month. The

college has a formula of academic excellence, sports and other co-curricular

activities.
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