China em

Experts in China predict a tremendous surge in
e-learning in the next 10 years following the initial
success of its advanced distance learning project.
SUZIEANA UDA NAGLf reports on China's

experiment with e-learning.

ISTANCE learning im

based education and broadeast or
television-based education
launched in the 1930¢ and 1980
lh\:qn-:hvetlir China i3 now

COrpeTating e=learning vig
information and communication
technology (ICT) in its advanced
distance learning project.

With the implementation of
gdvanced  distance  learning,
academic courses in China will be
delivered to ploces outside the
campus via volce, wvideo (live
breadeast or rebroadesst), as wellas
raal-time andd non-feal-time

and  Cultwral Exchanges =t

i University in Bef)ing, says
the high level of literacy among the
population has slgnificantly pushed
tha demand for tertiary sducation.

morsg o Ul of he ot e
among the need for
long learing, says Professor Yang
Jiaging, wvice chalrmesn of the
Teinghes Univareity aouncil,

"The public now understands the
importance of replentshing their
girdlls and constantly fnproving
themselves,” he adds.

Bath Coi and ¥angwero in Koala
Lumpur recently to attend the
International Conference on E-
Education: [mplementstion and
Management, organised by Ind
Foundation.

Thay spoke on  Chioae's
pxperiences with advanced distance
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access o learning. Lewrmers can
nw learn on, thedr own anywhers in
the world and at any time of the day
or week.

B-leapnimg also provides an
stvironment that is learmer-contred
and personalfsed to  Individoal
ndeds

Therefors, 1if Implemented
correctly, e-learning may become an
affordable and sarvenisnt mods of

learning.

The Chinese news agsncy Xinhua
reported shortages of teachersinthe
ceqtral and western areas of China
resaatly.

Xinhila quoted Li . Lisnning
director of the i for Basic
Education, Mintstry of Education
China, who said the problem of
te-a{:h-e‘r shm'tna:e conpled with the

inhospitable lwving
mndmmaﬂ in those aress made
advanced distance learning ~the
destrablemethod to bring education
to the masses™,

In Lght of this, the Chiness
Government has smbarked on a
mdddian Bn génerato imtorest
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braces e-learning
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THGHLA UNIVERSITY ... Introduced advanced distance leuming programme in 1996

conferred Tsinghoea Urdversity and
saverdl pther universities, inchading
the Univerzity of Post and
Talscommunications,  Zhejiang
University and Hunan University,
as the firs; batch of educational
institntions ploneering distance

on the wall witl seem to be within
resch

To show how the system works,
the researchers conducted a game of
“rock, paper and scissors™ between
the two universities.
“Although the students were




