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' COMMENT

Society

can

benefit from
policy change

EDUCATIONAL DEMOCRACY: It includes
right to choose medium of instruction

HALLENGES for educa-

tion policymakess are

many, varied, complex,

wl!h mulﬂph options

and without absolute fi-

nality. As the Initlatives of the
Malaysia Education
20132025 aro

being lmplcmcmtd.

many [deas for policy for

mulativn and review are \

presented by var- |

lous parties, some |
frivolous, wome serious

and refevant. !
‘I'he criteria for the eval-

g

about parents’, children's and cit-
izens’ rights and cholces regarding
the system of education they
want.

Tan Stl Muhammad Rais Abdul
Karim {4 a proponent of a second

medium of Instruction
* and argues that the policy

seragegy will ensure:

. EQUITY and educational
| opportunities for all, I
| respective of sociooco
| nomic status; and,
| masTERY of the Engilsh
| language in @ condocive
| language-immersion en-
| vironment, and not lim-
| Ited to n single subject.
| English |5 a global lan-
| guage; evon non-anglo-
. phone nations lke Ger-
' many, France and Russia
ortent thelr education
system towards the use of Engliah,
while honouring thwir Ianguages,
Also, our education system had,
In the past, used English as a medi-
um of Instruction. Contrary to
together

und practical policy stance in &
continuity of the thoughty of
Aminuddin Bakl, the pionser ar-
chitect of the education system
with a passion to foster ethnic in-
tegration, and break down the wall
of segregation and artificlal barrier
of communalism.

Aminuddin believed that “it Is
better that the children kick each
other's shing and box each other's
noses in the corridors and play-
round of a primary (of secondary)
school than to grow up in isclation,
knowing little of each other and, so,

Audvllumm.nhhmuw
the government, Ax an intellectual,
he & duty-bound to dissent truth-
fully und, as a citizen, be has a right
to his voice belng heard and con-
sidered, and rights and opinions

Mlvbuﬂum a sevond medium owmummmu-cm
natlons, mgtm:hnmmn hlulq;am I the past, used Enghish as a niedium of

nedmuueanﬂmwbemnu

who chioose this stream, Asin othes
cases, the wisdom nnd boldness to
allow and promote the opticn of a
wecond- medhm stream depends

s s

m’mmmﬂm
mluﬁuu.lnutupomwcom
petitive world, parents must be

with Two main mediums will ex-

confilent 1o face a world without
borders.”
He is one of the most sucoessful
afdvﬂmnulndhmuylmel
e who |5 simul

-ﬂmdmamedmmoflmuc:
tion by reintroducing an English-
medivm stream.

Even when there is an English
stream as the second modium of
instruction, Malsy Language and
Literature, Idamic and Moral Ed-
ucation, Histary and Physical Ed-

ousty elitist and on the fleld with
the

people.

He was director of the Natlonal
I[nstitute of Public Administraston
{Intan), director-general of the
Malaystan Administrative Mod-
erisation and Management Plan-
ning Unit (Mampu), vice-chancel-
lor of Universiti Pendidikan Sultan




