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Toilet condition defines soczetys culture

quurnr OF LIFE: Can
Malaysia ever have
clean toilets when

shopping complues in 1997, and
found them to be dirty, unclean and
unsafe. Shophouses meant for 10
people or so were used as restau-

‘rants for more than 100, with no

pgrading of toilets. What is clear is

names, (mefully
ptped -in music to reflect high status
insociety”.

Toilet mamtenance is about hav-
ing appropriate infrastructure,
which isabout the r.echnical aspects

i that there is no dination be-
;:S bpe_opled have bad tween ministries regarding the stan- It is about systemauc malnr.e— -
3 dard of toilets. nance, which is ‘about
a : Its an wrong e et o
attitudes? ing Act, Urban Wellbeing, with a culture of quality.
Housing and Local Gov- It is about the users,
ernment Minister Datuk is about personal
HEN the Quality Abdul Rahman Dahlan and community culture,
Restroom Associa- recently said public toi- cultural attitudes and so-
tion Malaysia lets were “still dirty, nau- : paruk cial norms.
(QRAM) was ap- seating and unsafe”, and : py culture is
proved by the Reg-  declared that the min- : Apmad Bajunid | about aesthetics, keeping
Istrar of Societies in 2005, then istry would take over the is deputy toilets clean and beauti-
Housing and Local Government maintenance of 2,600 | yico-chancellor | ful, reflecting the high
Deputy Minister Datuk Robert Lau  public toilets, in more of INTI Laureate’ culture of the communi-
Hoi Chew declared: "We must uplift  than 145 local councils, ° pernarional ty. &
the status of our public toilets tothe  beginning 2016. - University We must have local
level of our bedroom, dining room, This is a clear tot
kitchen and lounge so that they re-  indictment on state, dis- . into a clean society. To
ceive the same type of respect and trict and local council I start with, all pl should
which do not have the capacity, con-  ensure utmost cleanliness of their
credit must be given to some cern, or leadership will to A toilet user from a high
high-end and sure th levelofclean-  culture will leave the toilet as clean
highway recreational sites for pro- - liness in their constituency and ar- or cleaner than before he uses it; at
viding clean toilets eas of ility. home, respecting other family

The government launched the Vision 2020 and the quality of life members; in public places, respect-
clean toilet campaign in 1997. Guide- ~ can only be achieved atthe localand  ing other community members.
lines to grade toilets were drafted by ~ district levels. If leaders at thoselev- . When this philosophy is trans-
Sirim and the Housing and Local els do not care, have given up or are ferred to the workplace, an employ-

Ministry then. Mini in mode, how can the com-  ee will leave his workplace better
after minister had attended the munity and nation develop? . because he is present and a con-
World Toilet Summit and those re- South Korea has embarked on a tributor. How can we be like South
sponsible for cleanliness should crusade, a “revolution” for clean toi- ~ Korea or Japan in terms of quality of
take turns to attend and broaden lets. The Korean Clean Toilet As- life, if we do not show concern for
their i (KCTA) sees cl il toilets? -

Decades ago, education ministers  part of the society’s high culture Practically. all 30 million
and other ministers launched the with, for i the Toi- have gone to school. If,
clean toilet campaign<in schools. let in Suwon, as a model. as users of public toilets, many have

Their toilets are given “beautiful bad habits, then the schools have

Some had visited public toilets and

deoomtedandhave 3

and sanitation are no small matter. They are part of the big

Cleanliness and
global picture of civilisation building.

failed to teach good toilet-training
during the last 60 years..

In fact, Lau had said that poor -

toilet conditions in most schools
were also to be blamed if the schools
were to become the “incubator for
bad toilet habits”.

Those who campaigned to be
elected must have on their agenda
clean toilets in their constituencies,
in restaurants and, recreational and

other public areas. Their agenda

should be to ensure that every
household has safe drinking water
and clean toilets to achieve univer-
“sal access to the Water Sanitation
and Hygiene (Wash) system.

These elected leaders, as well as

billion people who do mtlme ac-
cess to proper sanitation.
Certainly, we do not want
‘Malaysia to be in the lower ranks of
nations of the world when we de-
clnle'dzveloped mﬂon’ﬂams.
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