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COMMENT

Learning th

LIFE LESSONS: |t can
counter negative
stereotypes on
generation gap

HERE are issues faced

by societies, particular-
1y demographic issues,

cruiting online.

The phenomenon of recruiting
people online for political and mil-
itaristic causes has raised concerns
because families and communities
are shaken when their closest ones
arep ded tojoin i
that are considered illegal.

Schools, universities and the of-
ficial media have to contend with
alternative ideas of development
and alternative visions of the fu-

ions

which require searching  ture.
for solutions from local Europe has to see inter-
generational learning (IGL) as one
The key issues of the ks for
have yet to be ¢ ed compre- and learning
hensively. In foct on devel-

opment, there is the focus on
school learning, family learning,

ional

mass-media learning
and non-formal learn-

ing.

Typically, the focus of
policymakers would be
on the target population,
defined as Generations Y
or Z, and the youth. At
the same time, there is

alsothe focusontheage- : isdeputy
vice-chancellor
of INTI Laureate
International
University

ing population.

The search for frame-
works of inclusive devel-
opment has led to ini-

+tiatives such as the des-

DrIorahim

is the root problem of
human civilisation that

disruption in society,
like deliberately disrup-
tive )

ignation of 2012 by the
European Commission as the Eu-
ropean Year for Active Ageing and
Solidarity between Generations.
Active growing and the devel-
opment of talent, and active ageing
are considered the keys to har-
nessing human potentialities inso-
ciety. While there is the search fora
framework for the continuing chal-
lenges of development, societies

gy "?
Theories and frame-
works that encourage engagement
between the generations can create
habits of mind in the search for

drives people to want

separation between %
leads to negative generational
stereotyping, and prevents or de-
creases positive exchanges be-.

tween the generations.
However, the separated gener-
ations have resources that are of
value to each other and can share
areas of concern, so they are not
lised in the decision-mak

: onwhatand
why people do what they doas they
make decisions in the interest of, or
against the interest of, society.

To answer this question, the
younger and older generations
have to engage in the search for

aq
and

are now
recurring and newly emerging ide-
ologies.

In movie theatres in Malaysia,
audiences are warned that various
ideological groups have begun re-

visions and virtues, and
intergenerationally acceptable
ways of ruling and relationships,
with respect and courtesy.
Intergenerational practice (IP) is
inclusive, building on the positive

ing process
directly affect their lives.

IGL can enhance the agendas of
building active communities, pro-

IGLeanpmviﬁp a great learning
ne ;quthose‘:;allmvia

have resources that are of value to each o

The government and education
communities should redefine the
ing and ing policy, and

practise and promote IGL.

There is a need to draw on the
expertise of the East and West
through the sharing of insight and

-experience regarding policies and

good practices on active ageing

generation about the long-term im-

volved, boosts the and ional solidarity in
of stronger links with the com- families, communities and soci-
munity, removes age-based stereo-  ety.
types and, for instance, allows old- A ive platformasa 1
er people to teach the young for jcation for engage-

ment aqd dialogue among schol-

pact of making poor life
n a knowledge-based and learn-
ing society, there is a need to un-
d the nature of thelearning

moting
neighbourhoods, addressing in-
equality and developing potential.
The links between IGL, research
and policy are key to the-devel-
opment of IP worldwide and'to the
integration of IGL into relevant
policy areas of development.

family and IGL behaviour of Baby

Boomers, Generation X parents

and their Generation Y children in
5 and the ch

ars, p and local ac-
tivists needs to be established to
assess the failure of traditional
learning methods and contents, in
the face of the onslaught of ideas of
alternative and learning futures.
Thomas Jefferson wisely ob-

t served: “The web of mutual obli-
acteristics of ing behavi gations is es-
and culture in their “learning fam-  sential for a civilised society.”
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