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The false notion of racial intel

c:mumr FOR ALL2 Asian scholars, trained
in the West, will one day contribute to a
two-way flow of knowledge

UMANS from differ-
ent ethnic stocks are
endowed with intel-
ligence, randomly.
Differences in stages
of development have to do with
culture, diligence, tradition, habl:s
of mind,

the correctness of Western states in
gov i

and life.
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begun, but most would find the
challenging, finding

theme of "Leadershlp and Learn-
ing in the Asian Century”.

The theme is combative because
the 21st century belongs to all, not
just to Asians. However, now there
is worldwide acknowledgement of
the rise of China and India as eco-
nomic with Indonesia and
Vietnam close behind. This rise is

led with the ic ascen-

Asian in dg
may be more because Asians are
deeply ensconced in their comfort
zones, and ﬁnd Western

dance of Japan and South Korea.
Half of humankind in Asia are
claiming their share of

hip so

ach]wemems the spirit of adven-
ture and a “do or die” attitude.

Intelligence is not because races
are selected by nature to be en-
dowed with intelligence, different-
ly. To accept the false assumption

regarding racial intelligence is to
believe that the northern races, or
Western cultures, are superior, and
Eastern cultures and the southern
races are inferior.

Such stereotyping leads to the
question: Can Asians Think?

This is the title of the provocative
book written in 1998 by Kishore
Mahbubani, dean of the Lee Kuan
Yew School of Public Policy. It is a

1 of the of
Western ideas. This question, in
turn, begs the question regarding

overwhelmingly power-
ful that it may be easier to
go along without combat-
ively engaging the pro-
lific contributions from
the West.

Since Edward Said’s
Orientalism and Syed
Hussein Alattas’ Myth of

wealth.

The notion of Asians
contributing to mankind’s
economic and political
well-being cannot be dis-
: missed. The question re-
mains whether Asians
have been strate-

opportunities to probe deeper.

‘When John Naisbitt relaunched
his book, Mindset, his reply to a
question regarding the book was
that: “The East is about learning
and the West is about teaching.”

‘The reply has a deeper meaning
because at this point in time, the
knowledge institutions of the West,
typically driven by Western re-
searchers, are training millions of
scholars from the East.

These scholars from the East
will, for the most part, return to
their homelands and expand the
Western-based knowledge trans-
ferred to their own milieu, with
their own construction of indige-
nous knowledge and insights.

‘The day will come when the flow

gically, and are willing to
develop “Southern Theo-

the Lazy Native and In- : vice-chancellor ries” and share Asian wis-

tellectuals in Developing : of INTI Laureate dom with the West, and

Societies, there have been : International whether the West is hum-
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lenging the i of ¢ . the East.

the definitions of realities Scholars from 60 coun-

set by the West. tries, including Malaysia, engaged

It is exciting, therefore, when the
3rd Exploring Leadership and
Learning Theories Association
(Ellta) International Conference

in conversations, discussions, di-

alogues, discourses and debates.
The quest for answers continues.

Theory construction has not quite

ledge will not just be from

of
the West but will also be from the

East as well.

It was inspiring to see Penang
Yang di-Pertua Tun Abdul Rahman
Abbas enthusiastically engaged
with the subject.

Other local dignitaries were also
enthused by the alluring notion of
the rise of the “Southern Theories”,
and the confidence once again of
Asians contributing to the Asian

generation of knowledge; empha-

sising Asian creativity, innovation,

dominance

ways of solving universal prob-
lems, bringing about advancement

to civilization and the betterment

euttan 0 believe in themselves
and can make wise decisions about
their lives, Such a generation must
believe that whatever
ir bz unds, they are as good
as others, each with their own gifts
and talents.
The differences between peoples
‘be more the cultural ad-
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