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COMMENT

Making a difference
in lives and society

FOR LOVE OF NATION: Good leaders fight for
people’s rights and against unjust policies

EOPLE from all ethnic
communities contribute
in their spheres of in-
terest, influence and
meaning. There are peo-
ple who support their causes and
there are people who diminish, dis-
miss or even despise their causes.
W the cc of
their actions, good leaders engage
in the conscious raising of virtues
and rights, and confront policies
and practices considered unjust.
During his presidency of the Na-
tional Union of the Teaching Pro-

the largest and most influential of
the teachers trade unions in the
world. Although he has retired for
20 years, he continues to con-
tribute to enhance bonds with oth-
er organisations, and to build the
next generation of trade union and
professional organisation leaders.
In his contributions to education,
he focuses on teacher excellence in
the classroom, school
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fostered effective cooperation be-
tween NUTP and the Education
Ministry. Ramapathan champi-
oned thedﬁ'tﬁonal Labour Or-
ganisation’s agenda regarding con-
tinuous improvements in the
“Terms and Ccmdltlons of Servlce
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the National Develop-
ment Planning Commit-
tee, National Economic
Consultative Council
and National Unity Ad-

was the initiator who drove con-
+tributions by students and edu-
cators towards education recon-
struction in Bosnia, and passed on
the donations of the Bosnia Ed-
ucation Fund to the ministry until
the Malaysia School in Bosnia was
built. He also drove the Caring
Campaign among schoolchildren
for victims of the Kobe earthquake
in Japan in 1995. He was the prin-
cipal driver of NUTP’s memoran-
dum on the New Secondary School
Curriculum (KBSM). Many of the
recommendations from the mem-
orandum were incorporated in the
reformation of KBSM.
han raised
stature internationally when he be-
came one of the 24 council mem-
bers of Education International,

Asean and globally. visory Council. As a for-
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and fair elections. She

serves on the executive
committee of a women'’s rights as-
sociation. She champions issues
relating to the law, judiciary, ad-
ministration of justice, legal aid,
religious conversion and other hu-
man rights issues. She organised
Bersih 2.0 in 2011 and summed up
her cause as “...unhappiness of the
lack of independence of our in-
stitutions”. She believes that peo-
ple from different ethnic, religious
and socioeconomic backgrounds
can come together to fight for com-
mon causes, such as free, fair and
neutral elections, judicial reform,
good governance, religious respect
and gender equality.

While she may be considered

ing their ends. He brings
his acumen to private-
sector leadership. In between his
public- and private-sector leader-
ship is his NGO leadership. He was
president of Transparency Inter-
national Malaysia, director of the
Asian Strategy and Leadership In-
stitute and chairman of the Centre
for Public Policy Studies.

"He has written slgnlﬂcant books
on N
ment and, also, My Life and Ttmes
— A Memoir. In explaining the 57th
Merdeka spirit, he stated: “How
can our people enjoy declining ed-
ucation standards, high crime
rates, rising prices and relatively
low incomes? We even have to en-
dure water shortages in a rain-

benefiting thousands of primary
and secondary school students. At

Universiti Malaya, he introduced

one of the earliest courses on Rus-
sian History. Later, he studied law
and established his own law firm.
He is a member of many govern-
ment and non-govemmenml com-
mittees with the aim of fostering
unity and development. Commit-
ted to helping Indian students who
were neglected and matginalised,
on Sept 24, 1982, he founded the Sri
Murugan Centre (SMC), which has
assisted thousands from primary,
secondary and post-secondary
schools, and university to achieve
their potential.

SMC upholds three core beliefs,
namely: All are created equal, all
are bestowed with the same in-
telligence, and faith in religion is
crucial tosuccess in education. The
principles embody an enabling
philosophy, which acts as a dy-
namic change agent to mobilise a
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Konsumer has educated millions of
Malaysians on consumerism,
health, rights and the environ-
ment. CAP has worked closely with
Sahabat Alam Malaysia and other
NGOs championing consumerism.
Mohamed raised awareness on the

dangers of smoking, sugar in car-

b d drinks, and of
small and medium enterprises by
middlemen. CAP has provided
scores of opportunities for law and
science students to learn about law
and have access to scientific lit-
erature on consumerism and
health. CAP has published many
books that are affordable and set
the standards for a good quality of
life through the protection of the
people’s health by prevention,
rather than cure. Examine the lit-
erature of CAP and we will see that
issues that were raised decades ago
and denied by the authorities are
now key in the formation of gov-
ernment policies and have become
mauers of public awareness.

dividual and ity excel-
lence. Every year, he mobilises stu-
dents and parents for the Kalvi
Yathirai (educational pilgrimage),
walking up the 272 steps of Batu
Caves to become disciplined, con-
fident, successful and filial. His
educational mission has raised the
consciousness of parents regarding
the importance of education.

h d is arole model, beinga
humble, outspoken and commit-
ted leader, a person of integrity
devoted to a cause, altruistically.
He did not expect anything from
the authorities, except for them to
formulate policies, take action to
protect the people and uphold the
people’s rights.
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