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Tyranny of the lesser leaders

LEADERSHIP HIJACK;: Socnety has to remind future generations
what good leaders, or evil ones, are capable of doing

HERE are always turning
'points in individual lives
and in the lives of na-
tions. Malaysia is an un-
finished work in nation-
building and is now at a turning
point. History is about continuities
and discontinuities with forces of
good and bad at work.
‘What is so often repeated must
-again be noted in the quote by Ed-
mund Burke, an Irish statesman and
British parliamentarian: “The only
thing necessary for the triumph of
evil is for good men to do nothing.”
‘We have many good leaders of sub-
sumceln all spheres. They tend to be
ble and ical, not to
be involved in the contest for per-
sonal power or egotistical battles.
This very humility has led to a
situation where outspoken, lesser
leaders have hijacked the leadership
in public as well as private domains.
At stake are the minds, mindset,
spirits and souls of the future gen-
eration of Malaysians. With arrogant
impunity, so many lesser leaders are
taking the vision of nation-building

away from great visionary leaders.

With what ideas of nation-build-
ing, or nat.lon destruction, and wlth
‘what I values
are the minds and souls .of future
generations fo be furnished?

Left to lesser leaders, we can al-
ready draw a compendium of dis-

on nation-building ef-
forts that we have known for six
decades or so. Left to leaders with a
touch of greatness, there is still hope
for millions of our citizens who want
to live in peace, mutual respect and
dignity.

There are evil leaders in human
history, cultures and civilisations.
There is no reason to believe that
evil leaders do not exist now. There
are evil leaders in the making in our
midst.

We just have to their in-

THEY want to change society rad-

cally;

THEY use ideology, race, religion
and language; :

THEY have obsequious circles of
followers;

THERE is disdain of law and order,
but they create their own codes and
“Jaws”;

THEY do not respect others;

THEY are racists, bigoted, extrem-
ists or simply sick;

THEY have psychological problems
and may be misogynic;

THEY suffer miseducation and are
ignorant in slgruﬁmnt ways;

THEY can be myopic or with mega-
lomaniac ambitions; and

THEY do not really accept dlv;ne
teachin;
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Pacifi sts excuse the plans and'

tentions, articulations, reasoning
and actions to know whether they
are champions of virtues or evil in-
tentions towards others who are dif-
ferent from them, or, those whom
they define as their enemies.

Evil leaders want the following: -

ions of evil people by ar-
guingthat they are misguided.

‘sibility to provide the
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others for ethnic or religious cleans-
ing can then be excused.

1t is a paradox that as more and
more people have education and
freedom of expression, more and
more people will emerge as toxic
leaders with the potential

It is time that the media projects a
kinder, gentler Malaysia, with cred-
ible people who love their chi]dren
and care for their neighbours’ chil-
dren; who practise the true teachings
of religion; who learn the best of

lessons abouthumanltyin

todo evil when they have
power and opportumry
to oppress others. *

Society has the respon-

young with examples of
good role models, who'
are revered not only by
their own communities,
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schools and the market-

and cherish the pos-
tive values of sacrifice,
humility, magnanimity,
respect, truthfulness,
pletzlusﬁee.peaee.equal

ity, freedom and t
- Politics and poli cal

but also by people from * isdeputy

different This | vice-ch

may not only be current, : of INTI Laureate

butalso in history. International
When Nelson Mandela | ypiversity &

died, the world mourned.

When Mahatma Gandhi

_and John F. Kennedy were assas-

a[;}ated the world empathised;
n Mao Tze Tung and Ho Chi

Mlnh were gone, people honoured

Huwever. except for a close cl:cle

evil acts are that the lives of indi-

viduals, families and communities -

are destroyed in the name of some
ideology or belief. Such “misguided”
actions by the Ku Klux Klan and

over the years, who has
mourned Adolf Hitler, Ku Klux Klan

- leaders, Pol Pot and others who were

involved in ethnic cleansing, ide-

ological purgatory and religious per- -

secution?

- kn and experi-
ence of “good people” with integrity
from among family and community
members, as opposed to those who
are corrupt in ambition and in ways
and means of achieving self-interest
and egotistical journeys.

Society has d responsibility to-
wards the successive generations to
sensitise them to the realities of var-
ious kinds of leaders, including good
as well as toxic and evil leaders.
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