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COMMENT

Intellectuals in search of wisdom

' WORTHY CAUSE: AS
distinguished ;
scholars begin their
quest for wisdom,
we need to uphold
our virtues, too

HINKING persons have

always been in quest of

virtues and wisdom.

Philosophers and schol-

ars have defined wis-
dom variously as follows: “Knowl-
edge, discernment, insight of what
is true or right coupled with just
judgment.”

Wisdom is regarded as a virtue
among other virtues. Plato, later,
Cicero (106-43 AD) and ‘other re-
ligious and secular scholars, have
regarded the cardinal virtues as “a
habit of mind (animi) in harmony
with reason and the order of na-
ture: wisdom (prudentiam), justice,
courage, temperance.”

Aristotle, in his Rhetoric, noted:
“The forms of virtue are justice,
courage, temperance, magnifi-
cence, magnanimity, liberality,

+gentleness, prudence, wisdom.”

Other scholars added “fortitude”
and “piety”. Cardinal virtues (car-
do-hinge) are regarded as the basic
virtues, required for a virtuous life.
There are philosophlcal educa-
tional, psych gl

Sri Mohd Yusof Noor with vast
experience in academia, as min-
ister, as entrepreneur, with a team
of dedicated, committed, impas-
sioned religious leaders and aca-
di with understanding of

academic dlscipllne, the meanlng of partner-
conventional and the ship, coll and
people perspectlves of priorities.

wisdom. One of the first acts of

On Jan 10, Unlversltl the university was to es-
Islam Malaysia (UIM) or- tablish a Global Centre
ganised an International of Wisdonr with the aim
Convention on Wisdom of wanting to.contribute
on the theme of “Wis- to world peace and hu-
dom Harmonising the man excellence and bal-
World”. UIM is the first: anced civilisation devel-
p d y opment-elevating global
in Malaysia. On record, it i . It is right judg-
is a tertiary institution ?ﬁ%{ﬁ;ﬁaw ment and fitting that,
established on Feb 22 in - {ipersiny amidst all kinds of con-
1955 as Muslim College fusion in an age of un-

Malaysia (Kolej Islam
Malaysia) before the University of
Malaya moved from Singapore to
Kuala Lumpur.

Established as an institution in
the likes of International Islamic
University, Islamic Science Univer-
sity, and other similar institutions,
UIM had defined its existence by
reference to its history, contribu-
tions and large alumni. Its estab-
lishment has obtained the approval
of the Conference of Rulers.

At the helm, as president, is Tan

reason, disruption, dis-
continuity, confusion and distrac-
tion, UIM should mobilise the

of educational policies all over the
world today, tend to minimise the
importance of all learning not di-
rectly related to science and tech-
nology, and ly, elimi-

* entific, technological and a growth

theless, he is gradually and lncreas-
ingly becoming enslaved by sci-

oriented material civilisation.
“Therefore, the society of man

nates humanistic and ethical sub-
jects from the curriculum, one after
another. Science and technical ed-
ucation have become the two major
subjects of the school systems of all
countries, developed and underde-
veloped, thus making modern ed-
ucation extremely unbalanced...”

A gathering of 15 distinguished -

scholars from different societies

and knowledge fields have begun
the journey of focus on wisdom,

beyond the dominance of scientific
and technological intelligence.
‘There is the generation of corpus

of wisdom and suggestion of the

field of “Applied Wisdom”. It is

expected that universities in the

nation and abroad will take cues
from the inipixtive and work to-

world’s academic and
leaders to search for wisdom.

This search for knowledge and
intelligence could generate a body

gether in cooperation and collab-
orate in work on a won.hy cause.

The worthiness of man is artic-
ulated as quoted by Yusof Noor by
the resol of the C

of corpus of
which could guide human civil-
isation to overcome gaps and omis-
sions in cumulative human knowl-
edge and contradictions in values.

One telling contradiction raised
by Yusof Noor is that “the majority

the International Association of
University Presidents held in
Boston: “Man is a unique and in-
valuable being, superior to every-

thing else on earth. He is the master

of history and civilisation, never-

must be reconstructed on the prin-
ciple of human centrism. No ma-
e mechanism, systems,

nstitutions should be
human beings. Man
ﬁnsed asa means to an

n evolving infor-
knowledge but
opvlrmes, on prudentiam

or bijaksana). The




